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By Phillip Stafford  
President, UATDF 
Business incubators began to 
emerge as tools to facilitate eco-
nomic development in the early 
1980’s, and according to a recent 
study released by the National 
Business Incubation Association 
(NBIA), incubators continue to 
grow in popularity and effective-
ness. The 2012 State of the Busi-
ness Incubation Industry report 
indicates 1,400 business incuba-
tion programs operate in North 
America with a combined annual 
revenue of $15 billion.  
There are many interesting 
trends that can be gleaned from 
the report that relate to our 
GENESIS Technology Incubator. 
For instance, most incubators op-
erate as non-profit organizations, 
while almost one-third are affili-
ated with an academic institution 
and approximately 37 percent pri-
marily serve technology-based 
businesses.  
In addition, incubator managers 
consistently rank job creation, 
fostering an entrepreneurial cul-
ture, and accelerating growth of 
local industry as their highest pri-
orities. 
Aside from the various metrics 
documented in the report, the pri-
mary goal of an incubator remains 
to produce successful “graduates” 
– firms that become economically 
viable, freestanding companies.   
In that regard, we look forward 
to working with our ARTP affili-
ates in 2013 to assist in trans-
forming their technological inno-
vations into commercially suc-
cessful business enterprises. 







Jammin Java South 




Open to the Public 
cycleWood Gets Grant 
cycleWood Solutions received its 
first SBIR Phase 1 grant which began 
January 1st.  The National Science 
Foundation (NSF) recently awarded 
$150,000 to the company to continue 
its work to produce a sustainable al-
ternative to the high-density polyeth-
ylene bags currently used in stores. 
 
Ozark IC Receives Funding 
NSF also awarded an SBIR Phase 1 
grant of $149,187 to Ozark Integrated 
Circuits for 2013.  This project will 
investigate the feasibility of utilizing Sili-
con Carbide (SiC) based electronics to 
create wide-temperature, low-noise, high-
speed optoelectronic sensors for high-
voltage power electronics isolation appli-
cations.  
 
VIC Gains New Executive 
VIC Technology Venture Develop-
ment welcomes Robert (Bob) Storey, 
Executive in Residence.  Storey will 
work with new portfolio companies 
and assist in the assessment and crea-
tion of new ventures.  He  will work 
out of Washington DC.  
 
Space Photonics Gets Partner  
At a November press conference, 
Space Photonics announced that it 
partnered with Schott North America 
for the commercialization of its pat-
ented LaserFire optical communica-
tions system, which  will be marketed 
for military and intelligence custom-
ers, according to CEO Chuck Chal-
fant.   
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In the Enterprise Center parking 
lot, research equipment sits near 
the ARTP retention pond.  BlueIn-
Green (BIG) is conducting a real 
life size ecological laboratory right 
outside its office.  In 2011, BIG 
installed its smallest SDOX system 
in the pond for storm water treat-
ment through a Walmart-funded 
grant program. 
 “Thanks to Phil Stafford and the 
ARTP team, we are able to work 
on optimization of our technology 
to improve water quality using 
some of our full-scale systems in-
stead of bench-top lab units,” said 
BIG engineer Darryl Fendley. 
TLO Reorganizes for Stronger Licensing Support  
According to a press release from University Relations, in late No-
vember, officials at the UofA, Fayetteville and UofA System’s Division 
of Agriculture announced that the Technology Licensing Office (TLO) 
has split into two separate entities to strengthen commercialization ef-
forts.  The Technology Commercialization Office (agritco.uark.edu) 
represents the Division of Agriculture, the statewide entity of the Uni-
versity of Arkansas System. The other unit (tlo.uark.edu) covers the 
UofA, Fayetteville.   
Dr. Lisa Childs, former director of both units, assumes a full-time po-
sition as the Assistant Vice President for Technology Commercializa-
tion for the Division of Agriculture.  Previously she split her time be-
tween UofA, Fayetteville and the Division.  Now she will focus on com-
mercializing agricultural ideas. 
“It’s exciting to be breaking this new ground. When I joined the team 
six years ago as in-house patent counsel, I was the first person hired by 
the Division of Agriculture on the team. Coming from seven generations 
of Arkansas farmers, I really appreciate the opportunity to work to com-
mercialize the Division’s technology for the benefit of the state of Ar-
kansas and all our stakeholders,” said Childs. 
 The TLO office, which has been renamed Technology Ventures, is 
now managed by Jeff Amerine, former licensing officer for TLO. 
“I’m honored and humbled to have the opportunity to lead the univer-
sity’s technology commercialization efforts,” Amerine said. “I’ve never 
been more optimistic about the UofA’s potential to become a world-
class engine for research commercialization and new venture creation.” 
 
From Park Affiliates 












VIC Technology Venture Development 
Jan Davidson 
BlueInGreen Continues On-site R&D with Park Pond 
Fendley said BIG is evaluating 
potential modifications to its sys-
tems to make them even more 
competitive against traditional 
aeration systems.  BIG is a portfo-
lio company of VIC Technology 
Venture Development. 
Darryl Fendley checks readings. 
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ARTP & City of Fayetteville Partner to Earn  
City of Distinction Award 
In a special supplement in Arkansas Business on December 10th, it was 
announced that the City of Fayetteville earned a 2012 Arkansas Business 
City of Distinction award for technology advancements. The Arkansas 
Research & Technology Park, managed by the UA Technology Develop-
ment Foundation (UATDF), teamed up with the City to submit an entry. 
The entry pertained to the financing and building of the Enterprise Center 
during the tough economic downturn beginning in 2008. 
Phil Stafford, president of the UATDF, said, “The award exemplifies 
the vision we share with Fayetteville to make the Arkansas Research & 
Technology Park a dynamic environment where innovation can flourish.”  
The ARTP, which opened in 2004, has grown to encompass six cutting-
edge facilities in south Fayetteville. 
Fayetteville Mayor Lioneld Jordan will accept the award on behalf of 
the City at the Arkansas Municipal League conference in Little Rock in 
January.  According to Arkansas Business, an independent panel of 
judges recognized Arkansas cities for their commitment to improving the 
lives of their citizens and the health of their communities.  
From around the Park TSC Announces  Sector Launch  
The Sustainability Consortium’s 
(TSC) website announced the 
Clothing, Footwear, and Textiles 
Sector Working Group (CFTSWG) 
will launch February 13th.  Partici-
pants will work to build a consis-
tent, practical, and science-based 
approach to sustainability assess-
ment that sets a foundation for fair 
competition, recognizes innova-
tion, and improves data quality. 
The ultimate goal is to improve 
the environmental, social and eco-
nomic performance of the CFW 
value chain.  For more information 




GRAPES to Host IEEE 
Intl Conference in July 
The GRid-connected Advanced 
Power Electronics (GRAPES) Center 
has been selected to host the fourth 
annual Power Electronics for Distrib-
uted Generation (PEDG) Conference.   
According the Kim Gillow, GRAPES 
program manager, this will be the first 
international IEEE conference hosted 
in Arkansas.   
PEDG sessions will focus on solar 
energy, and wind energy.   Other ar-
eas related to distributed generation 
such as energy storage, smart grid 
technology and hybrid vehicle charg-
ing technologies, also will be in-
cluded.  The conference will be held 
at the John Q. Hammons Center from 
July 8 through July 11.   
As part of the conference, an eve-
ning event will be held at the ARTP 
with tours and demonstrations. 
“The GRAPES Center plans to 
spotlight the great work being done at 
the ARTP, both by UA researchers 
and by the companies who work in 
the park,” said Gillow.  For more in-
formation about the conference, visit  
www.pedg2013.org. 
The GRid-connected Advanced 
Power Electronics (GRAPES) 
Center, located in the NCREPT 
building, had a banner year in 
2012, according Kim Gillow, 
GRAPES program manager.   
Gillow reported that the Center 
completed nearly half a dozen re-
search projects as well as wel-
comed three new members.  Hub-
bell Power Systems, headquartered 
in Columbia, SC; ITRI, headquar-
tered in Taiwan; and Koontz Elec-
tric, headquartered in Morrilton, 
AR all joined in 2012.   
GRAPES also graduated a num-
ber of undergraduate and graduate 
students.  Most were hired by 
GRAPES member companies Gil-
low said. 
In its first three years, GRAPES 
funded more than a dozen research 
projects covering a variety of areas 
from circuit design to module pack-
aging techniques to battery storage 
to transmission power quality. 
“Nearly half of those projects 
reached completion in 2012,” Gil-
low said.   
“With our industrial member high 
interest in these projects, GRAPES 
looks forward to possible commer-
cialization of several of them,” Gil-
low concluded. 
For more information about 
GRAPES or any of its activities, 
visit the GRAPES website at 
www.grapes.uark.edu. 
GRAPES Center Announces 2012 Achievements 
NCREPT  
Pi Day is coming back to the Park! 
 3.14159 OR March 14th at 1:59 pm  
in the Enterprise Center lobby 
In mid-November, new Arvest Bank management team members toured the 
ARTP.  The  group learned a bit about technology activities of affiliate compa-
nies and research labs located in the Park. For years now, Arvest visits to show 
its team members the  importance of the ARTP in the local economy. 
 
 At a Glance  
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Genesis Technology Incubator 
700  Research Center Blvd.  
Fayetteville, AR 72701 (479) 575-7227 
UA Technology Development Foundation 
535 West Research Center Blvd., Suite 102 
Fayetteville, AR 72701  (479) 575-6964 
 Contact Us              www.uark.edu/ua/artp/ 
The Enterprise Center 
534 Research Center Blvd,. Box 22.  
Fayetteville, AR 72701 (479) 575-8411 
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UofA News 
College of Business to Host Forecast Luncheon 
The Sam Walton College of Business at the UofA will host the 19th 
annual Business Forecast Luncheon on Friday, Feb. 8, with a panel of 
nationally recognized economists, according to the UofA website. 
Deck, director of the Center for Business and Economic Research at 
the Walton College, will be joined by Adolfo Laurenti, deputy chief 
economist and managing director of Mesirow Financial, and Christopher 
Waller, research director and senior vice president at the Federal Re-
serve Bank of St. Louis.  John Roberts III, CEO of J.B. Hunt Transport 
Services Inc. of Lowell, will serve as the moderator. 
The luncheon will run from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the John Q. 
Hammons Convention Center in Rogers. For more information, visit the 
website at cber.uark.edu/383.asp. 
